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In compliance with DepEd Order (DO) No. 8, s. 2013,
this advisory is issued not for endorsement as per DO 28, s. 2001,
but only for the information of DepEd officials,
personnel/staff, and the concerned public.
(Visit www.deped.gov.ph.)

27th INTELLECTUALS’ QUIZ (IQ)

In pursuit of promoting academic excellence while integrating pressing social
issues into educational discourse, UP Oroquieta, a duly recognized varsitarian
organization of students from Quezon Province at the University of the Philippines Los
Banos, invites junior and senior high school students to join the 27th Intellectuals’ Quiz
(IQ). With the theme “SIGWA: Sa Pagbalikwas ng Masang-api sa Binakbak na Haligi,” the
competition will be held on January 31, 2026 at Southern Luzon State University.

Participation of learners and teachers from public and private schools will be
purely voluntary and will not hamper instructional time in compliance with the provision
of DepEd Order No. 12, s. 2025 titled “Multi-Year Implementing Guidelines on the School
Calendar and Activities for the School Year 2025-2026,” and DepEd Order No. 9, s. 2005
titled “Instituting Measures to Increase Engaged Time-on-Task and Ensuring Compliance

Therewith” and the policy on off-campus activities stated in DepEd Order No. 66, s. 2017.

This is also subject to the no-collection policy as stated in Section 3 of Republic
Act No. 5546 also known as An Act Prohibiting the Sale of Tickets and/or the Collection
of Contribution for Whatever Project or Purpose from Students and Teachers of Public

and Private Schools, Colleges and Universities (Ganzon Law).

ils on the conduct of the said activity, please see the attached letter.
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December 16, 2025

ROMMEL C. BAUTISTA, CESO V
DepEd Schools Division Superintendent
Department of Education

Division of Quezon

Dear Dr. Bautista,
Warmest greetings from UP Oroquieta!

The UP Oroquieta is a duly recognized varsitarian organization
of students from Quezon Province in the University of the
Philippines Los Barfios (UPLB). In line with our objectives, the
organization will be conducting the 27th Intellectuals’ Quiz (1Q),
with theme “SIGWA: Sa Pagbalikwas ng Masang-api sa
Binabakbak na Haligi,” which will be held face-to-face at
Southern Luzon State University — Laboratory School on
January 31, 2026.

The event will be open to both junior and senior high school
students and will feature an educational discussion alongside
nine (9) individual subevents which are open for both Junior and
Senior High School which are: (1) Essay Writing, (2) Pagsulat ng
Sanaysay, (3) Poster Making, (4) Slogan Making, (5)
Impromptu Speaking, (6) Dagliang Talumpati, (7) Poetry
Writing, (8) Pagsulat ng Tula, and (9) Photo Essay. There are
also three (3) group subevents: the Quiz Contest, exclusively for
Junior High School students, and two subevents open for both
junior and senior high school: Kultura Pakilala and Sayawit.

With this, we would like to request the Department of Education
Schools Division Office of Quezon for the endorsement of our
event.

Should you have any queries, please contact us at 09763266488
(Alexa A. Gabrido) or 09687152493 (Krystel May A. Salayo).
You may also message us through this email address:
uporoquieta.ig@agmail.com.

We would be honored to have you take part in this meaningful

tradition.
e uporoquietag96 agmail.com
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THEME

“SIGWA: Sa Pagbalikwas ng Masang-api sa Binabakbak na Haligi”

According to the latest World Competitiveness Yearbook of the Switzerland-based
International Institute for Management Development, the Philippines ranked 51st among the
69 participating countries, and one of the factors that contributes to this is its low
infrastructure performance’. The Philippines lags behind the Asia-Pacific countries in terms
of key infrastructure categories, including basic, technological, and scientific infrastructures,
highlighting structural gaps that negatively affect the growth and development of the
country.

These infrastructure problems are not isolated issues, but part of a systemic
problem that shapes the country’s development landscape and limits access to essential
services for millions of Filipinos. A significant contributor to these persistent gaps is
corruption within government systems, which involves substandard construction,
overpriced contracts®, or so-called “ghost projects” that either remain unfinished or never
exist at all’. Such practices draw public funds away from the real infrastructure needs,
resulting in weak, unsafe, and inadequate facilities.

In line with this, the UP Oroquieta profoundly presents the 27th Intellectuals’ Quiz
entitled “SIGWA: Sa Pagbalikwas ng Masang-api sa Binabakbak na Haligi.” The word
“SIGWA” represents the Filipino youth’s civic action serving as a powerful “storm,” a force
of awakening, disruption, and renewal that challenges the crumbling structure of the system
weakened by neglect, greed, and corruption. The Intellectuals’ Quiz (IQ) consists of 12
sub-events, providing junior and senior high school students of Quezon with opportunities
to challenge and transform weakened systems by showcasing their talents, skills, creativity,
and capabilities.

' “World Competitiveness Ranking.” IMD - International Institute for Management Development, 2025.
https://www.imd.org/centers/wcc/world-competitiveness-center/rankings/world-competitiveness-ranking/rankings/
wer-rankings/

2 Gomez, Jim. “Philippine flood-control projects made substandard to allow huge kickbacks, Senate inquiry told.”
The Associated Press News, September 24, 2025.
https://apnews.com/article/philippines-flood-control-corruption-inquiry-6ec985cb21d1c14ba617a57b9f223974

¥ Manabat, Johnson. “DPWH uncovers 421 ghost projects out of 8,000 inspected.” ABS-CBN News, October 9,
2025.
https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/nation/2025/10/9/dpwh-uncovers-421-ghost-projects-out-of-8-000-inspected
-1030
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27TH INTELLECTUALS’ QUIZ

ABOUT THE CONTEST

The Intellectuals’ Quiz (IQ) is the flagship event of UP Oroquieta, the official and duly
recoghized varsitarian organization for students from Quezon Province in the University of
the Philippines Los Bafios (UPLB). It is an annual academic competition that aims to
integrate social issues into educational discourses and instill academic excellence,
camaraderie, and a sense of patriotism within the youth of participating schools from
Quezon. It currently consists of twelve (12) sub-events, each serving as an avenue for junior
and senior high school students to showcase their talents, skills, and abilities.

The first and second placers for each competition will proceed to the Pambansang
Labanan sa Isip, Sining, at Panitikan (PALAISIPAN), the national-level counterpart of the
competition that is in coordination with several varsitarian organizations in UPLB.

OBJECTIVES

The 27th Intellectuals’ Quiz (IQ) aims to:
1. Promote academic and holistic excellence among high school students in Quezon
Province;
2. Foster and enhance camaraderie and sportsmanship among the participating
schools in Quezon Province; and
3. Nurture the sense of patriotism of the youth today.




